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I’m Rod Holmgren - retired journalism professor. Most of my comments 
are about Lowry Mays and his Clear Channel Communications, which owns 1,240 
statioins - mostly radio - around this country and abroad, with six radio stations 
and one TV station right here in Monterey County. 

I’m handing you copies of a book my wife and I wrote, titled “Outrageous 
Fortunes,” about the billionaires in the media. Lowry Mays was listed by Forbes at 
$1.9 billion in July 200 1. . 

The reason Lowry buys clusters of stations is that programs on one station in 
the area can be broadcast on all those in the group, thereby saving lots of money on 
staff. So when we listen to KOCN, we don’t know whether the program originates 
there or at one of the other Clear Channel stations in this region. 

KION-TV happens to be a CBS station, so the only LOCAL, news is at 5 and 
10 pm, and those programs rarely - if ever - include any investigative stories. 
Most of the stories are about fires, shootings, holdups, following the rule “If it 
bleeds, it leads.” 

I’d also like you to read the chapter titled “The Media Moguls Give Us A 
Vast Wasteland.” The chapter reveals that the number of TV commercials rose 50 
percent fiom 1983 to 1995. Can’t the FCC set some limits on commercials - both 
on TV and in radio? 

The book also calls attention to the FCC’s decision in 1996 to change the rules 
on ownership. I want to urge the commission to consider seriously returning the 
rules to the old limits, so that we won’t have any more Clear Channel 
Ccommunications explosions of ownership. And incidentally, so that we’ll have 
more and better children’s programs, not all on Saturday morning. 

I could say much more, but my two minutes are up. I urge you to read this 
book. 
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Mr. Chairman, my name is 

I have been Carmel residents 

William H. Cullin. My wife and 
for over 21 years. My R,M-/sfy 

WkI\/€D community involvement includes the following volun 
positions: DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINA~UG 2 3 2o04 

President, Gentrain Society, Monterey Peninsula 

President, SIRS, mens retirement association 
College 

My professional experience includes: 

Faculty, Naval Postgraduate School 
Faculty, Defense Management University 

Career Aviator, USN, Ret. 

My wife joins me in the following statement. 

For the past few years, we’ve noticed that  there are 
no opposing views on the  editorials of  several television 

stations, most prominently, KSBW. For a less biased 

assessment, we propose that each station present 
opposing points o f  view on local, as well as national 
matters. Further, we recommend that, in order t o  give 

equal opportunity, each of  the participants “draw straws” 
for talking position. This will avoid, we think, having the 
same party expressing his/her views in f irst position each 
time. 
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Thank you for your attention. 
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I wish to address the consolidation of media as the co-opting of democrcbcy by corporate 

interests. Democracy is what corporations want people to believe it is; they define it fbr us in tk 
news. For-profit interests want us to believe that fieedom is the ability co~lsume as we choose. 
Stones are measured on the scale of corporate profit - and do not serve the people’s i n t d s .  

The news consistently reports positives for corporations as positives for people. This corrupting 

of perspective to serve corporate rather than community interests characterize the examples I 
will now give. First, the jobs reported are paying an increasingly lower living wage than in the 
past. This trend is not reported Low-wage, temporary jobs which deny benefits may be good fir 
corporations, but they are not good for people or families. This is not reported when job rates are 

painted rosy. 

Next, we commonly hear that there are not enough teachers. Why do we not hear that 
corporations are paying less and less of the federal tax burden b m  which schools are largely 

funded? Why do we not hear that the families working harder for less, are contributing a greater 

and greater proportion of the federal tax burden, yet receiving fewer and fewer services? Where 
is that story? 

We hear of obese diabetic children, but not of the defimdmg of public educatbn, which causes 

schools to turn to schoolhouse commercialism, to Coke and Pepsi When the news reports on 
school accountabiii for test scores, why are corporations not held accountable for social 

evasion of taxes through corporate welfare? It results at times in zero and less than zero rates of 
taxes for some corporations. But this trend is over-looked. 

Another example of corporate omission and disservice to the community is the toxic metal bum 
at the previous Ft. Ord Army Base, an EPA superfund si*. Local Viewers watched news of the 
southern California fires while flames raged out of control for days, Canying black clouds that 
hovered along the peninsula for a week. The little coverage KSB W OM reported the 
detriment to Carmel business owners suffering lack of profits. 



. 

We also had similarly slanted coverage of the explosions at the Moss Landing Power Plant, 

which is managed by a private corporation. Our public funds were used as our fire departments 

worked to extinguish the chemical flames. The Red Cross attended to the privately employed 

workers as well, while the very same week it was repoxted that beggars had appeared in Carmel - 
and were removed. There is a story here, a trend that is taking the nation, as the civic falls to the 
private. And I am not hearing it. Where is the humanity? It is not in the news. 

We have come to the point that the populace now recognizes the FCC as a captured organization, 

no longer serving the interests of the people it is meant to protect, but working instead for the 
interests of those it has been entrusted to defend against. At stake is notbing less than the very 

definition of democracy. 
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I cannot rrctsnd tonight's heuring so I would appreciate it if this 1- were not only placed in tfrt record, but also 

WhRar we moved to Suunyvde 37 beers ago, thcn wefe 2 F'M sknions in the $an FranOisco Bay arc81 davotod to 
classical music and n public d o n  that brodcat mostly classical music and m e  news. These WQIC indopeodd 
prive stations KKHI and KDFC and public radio SEatiOn KQDFM.  '&en dcrogulation r e n d  it'a ugly had. 

Abaut I5 or 20 yam ago, KQED ohangad to an all talk f m w h i c h i s  atofal waste of the s o d  qualityof a 
stgco FM statim The shrmne of it WBS Cat KQED bmadast nmmw Iive symphony and opera pafomrancts 
besidesbrvir\g access to avuy extensive rscordinglibmy. 

I'Im about 10 ytarsago, KKHIwasboughtupby aCBS afWatemdagainbeoamcen aU talk station. KKHIhsd 
&e tinost OoUeuion of classical recordings of any d o n  in the couutry, supaim reception hae in the s a d  Bhy 
andbroadcast in stereo both on FM and AM. 

read t0 &&UdCCS. ThE h dlC fOuOW@ t P 3  e 8pplUXhX&. 

Arthur G. Schwsrtz 
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To: Mantaay Confesenct Center 

1 would appreclste your giving the attached fax to the FCC staf€prior to tonight's public me 

1119 SmymaCourc 
Surmyvale, CA 94087 

408-245-6367 

k. 



Federal Communications Commission 
44s 12th St. sw 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Members of the Commission: 

7/21/04 
RECEIVED 

A U G  2 3 2004 

Federal Communicatbns Ccrr,n;ssion 
Office of rhe Secretary 

The attached letter was written in 1989 by my father who died eight months later. 
When he dictated this letter to me his was blind and in pain but very clear headed. He 
was spendq his last days with a tiny radio near his ear as he lay on his bed. As he 
wrote to you, he understood that licenses were granted to radio stations only in the 
common interest of the people. 

He could not believe that the "common interest" included listening to an endless 
stream of inane commercials. 

I do not believe he ever heard from you. Now I find fifteen years later that when I 
listen to AM radio, I am treated to the same inane string of commercials about products 
with little redeeming value that my father encountered before me. I imagine these 
aggravated assaults have multiplied in the intervening years. 

People never seriously question this torture, thinking that it is a reality of life about 
which we have no choice. 

Have the laws changed, or are you still suppose to regulate in the public interest. 
And does that include the number, quality and length of radio commercials? 

Yours, 

8- ALL4 
Lois Robin 
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Santa Monloa, CA90402 
March 13, 1989 

Federal Communlcatlons Commlsslon 

Waehlngton, D.C. 20036 
1919 "M" St. N.W. 

Gentlemen: 

In  1936 or  thereabouts, the U.S. Congress passed a 
Federal. Communlcatlons Act. 
the a c t  was t h a t  l lcenses  were granted t o  persons to oper- 
ate radlo statlons b u t  only i n  the common l n t e r e s t  of the 
people. Years ego,  this act was enforced and llcenses were 
oancelled when it  was found t h a t  a radlo s t a t i o n  was not 
act lng i n  the p u b l l c  In te res t .  

Today i t  Is obvious that the a c t  Is not being enforeed 
and the operatlon of the radio s t a t l o n  1s only for t h e  
l n t e re s t s  of the  owners; 
of nonsensical commercials. 

The Prlnclple  polnt a b u t  

as a r e s u l t  the alrways a r e  f u l l  

The undersigned is ninety years old and was a practlclng a 
attorney fo r  about slxty y e a r s .  Now being blind he has t o  
resor t  to  LLstanlng to t h e  radlo. These oommercials can 
drlve hlm out o f  his mind. 

Has t h e  l a w  been changed o r  a l t e r e d  In any manner from 
prohlblting operatkms not in t he  public interest2 
t h i s  unendlng flow of nonsensical commercials a n n o t  be i n  
the public Interest;. 

1 am now unable t o  research t h e  law as I am bllnd. 
asking the commlsslon: Has t h o  l a w  been changed and if not,  
why are you not enfiorclng it? 

Certainly 

I*m 

Sincerely y o u r s ,  

Morrls Ltaslcln, 
(slgned by hlu daughter, 
LolS Robin) 
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----JpJTQ National Wrlters Union 
anta CrurlMonterey Chapter t-. .- e- 

PO Box 2409 
L 5  2 3 2004 AptOS, CA 95001 -2409 

21 July 2004 Fedc:zl Ccnmin:sat!oas comrn;:sion 
C::,;e 0; LIZ  Z ~ ~ i t i a l y  

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF 
LOCAL AND DrVERSE MEDIA OWNERSHIP 

WHEREAS freedom of speech is essential to our democracy, as recognized in the 
First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States; and 

WHEREAS the airwaves are a public asset, to be managed by the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission as a public trust, for the benefit of the public as a whole; and 

WHEREAS the public interest requires the expression of a wide range of viewpoints, 
most specifically including the voices of all those who live within the local commu- 
nity which any particular broadcast station serves; and 

WHEREAS as writers we are particularly sensitive to the need for diversity of 
expression and for a variety of outlets for the various voices of our community; and 

WHEREAS the recent trend towards media consolidation seriously threatens that 
diversity, as well as the direct economic interests of working writers everywhere; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED by the local Santa C d o n t e r e y  Chapter of the National Writers 
Union that we call upon the Federal Communications Commission to respond to 
local interests and community needs, both here and elsewhere, by encouraging local 
ownership of the media; 

meeting is completely inadequate to gauge the breadth and depth of concerns 
through the western states, and further to remedy this matter by holding more 
Localism Task Force open hearings across the region; 

Commission that it take active steps to reduce the concentration of media power into 
monopolies and to insist on more stringent standards for local programming. 

and we call upon the FCC Localism Task Force to recognize that a single 

and we urge that Task Force to recommend to the Federal Communications 
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“ e c  I feel that the t&?m*do not reflect the diversity and /p-/a~03 

constitution of my community in the Pajaro Valley, where more 
x 

-ORE @- -. 
than 80% of us speak Spanish. Many of us are women, ma &jECEIVED 

AUG 2 3 2004 

Federal CGTIWR~C~~:XTS hnrn:ssion 
Oli1ca of &e Sscrelrvy 

from Mexico, many in the bottom ranges of the economic 

strata. I would like to see a licensing process that considers 

community make-up attributes such as economic levels, 

cultural backgrounds, languages, and, interests. To fund radio 

and television that more adequately reflects the community, a 

loid Duwe r;h$ 

A 

tax on advertising could be added to government support and 

put into a fund to be invested locally If corporations wish to 

support local media, their contributions would also go into the 

Mc2!Amw-*. 

4 

fund, with no strings attached. The fund could earn interest 

and support community radio and TV at the same time. The 

fund would keep bias and influence out of programming; 

opinions and politics could be aired by locals free from the 
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HOPE - Helping Our Peninsula's Environment 
Box 1495, Carmel, CA 93921 Info@l hope.org 
8311 624-6500 www.1 hope.org 

Terrence Zit0 
AUG 2 3 2004 
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Commissioners Federal Communications 
Federal Communications Commission July 2 1, 2004 Office of the Seciejaiy 

Public Interest Needs Broadcast Letters-to-Editor 

Founding Trustees 
Comrni:isio~errence Zito 

Darby Worth 
Ed Leeper 
Robert W. Campbell 
David Dilworth 

Good evening Commissioners, 

Thank you for holding this hearing and thank you for holding it here. 

Science Advisors 
Dr. Hank Medwin, PhD 

Dr. Susan Kegley, PhD 
- Acoustics 

- Hazardous Materials 
& Pzsticidrs 

We are not being served by local TV broadcasting. One-sided pro- Dr. Arthur Partridge, PhD. 
business / anti-environmental local news reporting is standard here. 

Example: A water supply/building moratorium is a major current local front-page controversy. 
All three peninsula newspapers at least mentioned there was public support for the moratorium at the 
single hearing, July 7,2004. 

None of the three major local English language TV stations (KSBW, KION, KCBA) 
allowed any mention of public support for the moratorium - but they allprovided extensive 
coverage of the moratorium criticism by tltose who hnil a directfinancial interest in it. 

This is absolutely backwards since newspapers can have no government mandate to provide 
both sides of a story, but broadcasters do. 

Solution: 

section other than the front page. 
According to most journalism experts - the letters to the editor pace is the most read 

Our local KSBW TV pretends to provide viewer responses to their one-sided and anti-public 
interest news coverage and editorials, but in reality - the only thing they provide is their one sentence 
summary of our rebuttals - not in full, not on the air, and not by the author - only on their website. 

We need meaningful broadcast time dedicated to genuine, unedited (except for slander) public 
letters to the editor -just as our unedited comments are given to local City councils and broadcast 
live to our community over cable. 

For every minute of local "news" - please require local TV and radio stations provide an equal 
number of minutes, in  adjacent time (not 4 am), for local unedited video "letters to the editor" 
spoken by their authors or a person they choose. It might even be popular ! 

S X , k L  
David Dilworth, Executive Director 
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Founded in 1998, H.O.P.E. IS it non-profit, tax deductible, public interest group protecting our Monterey Peninsula's natural land, 
air, and water ecosystems and public participation in govcrnmcnt, using science, law, education, news alerts and advocacy. 

Printed On 35% Post-Consumer Recovered Fiber 

http://hope.org
http://hope.org
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